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TOPICS TO BE COVERED TODAY
• County Delegation Program & Webpage Overview

• Level 5 – Well and Drillhole Filling and Sealing

• Level 1 – Private Well Location

• Level 3 – Existing Private Water Systems & County 
Jurisdiction/Authority

• Forms, Applications & Variance Process

• Resources & Reporting

• Code Revision Updates

• Hot Topics in Private Water

• County Roundtable



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

COUNTY DELEGATION PROGRAM & 
WEBPAGE OVERVIEW

STACY STEINKE



COUNTY DELEGATION 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Partnership with the DNR to 
protect public health and safety 
and groundwater.

• 280.21, Wis. Stats.

• DNR may authorize counties to 
adopt ordinances related to 
well drilling and pump installing

• NR 845, Wis. Admin. Code 

• County Administration of NR 
812, Private Well Code

• 5 levels of participation 
available = flexibility



•DNR Private Water Program

•County Delegation Levels

•County Administration

•County Enforcement

•Delegated County Webpage

COUNTY DELEGATION PROGRAM & WEBPAGE OVERVIEW



PRIVATE WATER PROGRAM
STATEWIDE COORDINATION

Sara Fry (Green Bay)  Reporting & Enforcement Coord. 920-360-2688

Bob Gundrum (Plymouth) Licensing Coordinator 920-946-1149

Aaron Kent (Eau Claire) Hydrogeologist Program Coord. 715-492-3751

FIELD STAFF

Steve Janowiak (Wisconsin Rapids) 

     Well Contamination and Response 
608-792-4672

Adam Scheunemann (Wisconsin Rapids)

     Field Enforcement and Inspections 
715-299-0587

Greg Roanhouse (Waukesha)

     Existing Installations & Property Transfer Well Inspections 
262-822-7730

Jim Kasdorf (Milwaukee) 

     Approvals, Variances, & Complex Well/Drillhole Situations 
715-579-9729

Jake Sedivy (Spooner) 715-416-3331

John Bowen (Baldwin) 715-797-2004

Tom Puchalski (Fitchburg) 608-386-8777

William Roberts (Rhinelander) 715-360-7297

Ben Degner (Green Bay) 608-419-7637  



• Authority based on:

• Chapters 280 and 281, Wisconsin Statutes

• Chapters NR 146 and NR 812 Wis. Admin. Code

• License water well drillers, heat exchange drillers and 
pump installers

• Conduct inspections of drilling and pump installing 
activities

• Require water sampling and analysis

• Provide guidance and information for the licensed 
community

• Provide recommendations to well owners for 
obtaining/maintaining water supply

• Serve as a resources for customers who have concerns or 
questions about their well or water quality

PRIVATE WATER PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Level 1 – Private Well Location

Level 2 – Pump Installation Permits

Level 3 – Existing Private Water Systems

Level 4 – Private Well Construction

Level 5 – Well and Drillhole Filling & Sealing

COUNTY DELEGATION LEVELS



Level 1 – Private Well Location
 7 COUNTIES

Level 2 – Pump Installation Permits

Level 3 – Existing Private Water Systems

 2 COUNTIES 

Level 4 – Private Well Construction

Level 5 – Well and Drillhole Filling & Sealing
 12 COUNTIES

COUNTY DELEGATION LEVELS



Ordinance adoption

• No less restrictive than ch. 280 Wis. Stats. and NR 812

• Consistent with delegation level

• Authorize inspectors to enter property, order, prohibit…

Qualifications

• Provide adequate # of trained staff to administer/enforce

Administrator

• Knowledgeable on requirements of delegation level with 
regards to well drilling, filling & sealing, etc.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION



Available hours at county office
• Ability for purchase of permits

Inspectors
• attend initial training
• pass exam for delegation level
• do not grant variances
• do not issue permits that result in noncompliance

Documentation
• ensure that all permits, fees, inspections and other official 

actions are recorded and kept on file 
• department may review or request a copy of any inspection 

report, correspondence, or water quality data pertaining to the 
county’s delegation level

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION



• Authority is bounded by delegation levels and 
county ordinance language

• Procedures consistent with chapters 59 and 280, 
Wis. Stats.

• Appoint administrator

• Issue abatement orders

• Refer cases to DA or corp. counsel

• DNR may enforce concurrently

• County may not revoke WD/PI license

COUNTY ENFORCEMENT



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE - SECTIONS

One location for all of 
your needs and easy to 

find sources of 
information



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE - OVERVIEW

Uniform Private Water Systems Guidance 

Manual = your best source for detailed and 

updated information on the county 

delegation program



Updated information

• Revised in June 2020 

• In contrast, NR 845 latest substantial update in 1995

• Uses current terminology (“filling & sealing” vs “abandoned”)

Information about joining the program

• Detailed steps and actions needed 

Requirements of each level

• Clarifications on requirements

Uniform Private Water Systems Guidance Manual



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE - JOINING



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE - LEVELS



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE - FORMS



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE – LEVEL 1 RESOURCES



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE – LEVEL 2 RESOURCES



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE – LEVEL 3 RESOURCES



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE – LEVEL 4 RESOURCES



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE – LEVEL 5 RESOURCES



DELEGATED COUNTY WEBPAGE – RESOURCES



DNR Private Water Section

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wells

DNRWELLREPORT@wisconsin.gov

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wells
mailto:DNRWELLREPORT@wisconsin.gov
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