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RU Grant History

• RU grant created by 1989 Act 335

• RUs with DNR approved ‘effective recycling programs’ are eligible

• For costs associated with planning, constructing or operating one or more of the components of an 

effective recycling program or yard waste program

• RUs ‘on-time’ submittal of grant application by 10/1 of preceding year

• In Sept. of 2021, RUs apply for 2022 grant

• In April of 2023, RUs will submit annual report with actual 2022 expenses (to justify the grant)

• Submittals between 10/2-10/30 get between 95%-75% of their eligible grant



Grant Award History

• % of eligible costs covered by the grant has decreased over time

• At its highest level (2008), the grant distribution amount was $32.7M

• Presently $19M ‘basic grant’ and $1M ‘consolidation grant’ awarded

• Presently 14% of net eligible costs covered by grant

Source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau’s Informational Paper #66 “Recycling Financial Assistance Programs”

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financ

ial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf


Source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau’s Informational Paper #66 “Recycling Financial Assistance Programs”

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financ

ial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf

RU Grant Award Distribution

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf


Source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau’s Informational Paper #66 “Recycling Financial Assistance Programs”

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financ

ial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf

RU Grant Award Distribution (cont.)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf


Source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau’s Informational Paper #66 “Recycling Financial Assistance Programs”

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financ

ial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf

RU Grant Award Distribution (cont.)
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RU Grant Award Distribution (cont.)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf
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RU Grant Award Distribution (cont.)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2021/0066_recycling_financial_assistance_programs_informational_paper_66.pdf


RU Grant Award Distribution (cont.)



RU Grant Formula Today

• Beginning in the 2001, RUs receive a grant equal to the same percentage of the total grant funding as 

the responsible unit received, or would have received, in 1999

• Ex: if a RU received 1.5% of the grant ‘pie’ in 1999, they receive 1.5% 

• This means the current distribution does not account for program changes since 1999 (i.e. transition to 

automated collection or carts, discontinuing yard waste collection, etc.) & associated increased or 

decreased expenses

• Reason grant is ‘frozen’ in 1999 is 1999 Wisconsin Act 9 was enacted to change grant distribution to per 

capita; however, as a result of Governor’s line-item veto, the formula was changed to a proportional 

distribution based on 1999 awards.

• If a RU didn’t exist in 1999 (i.e. new RU formed by consolidation, town incorporating into a village, etc.), 

eligible expenses are depreciated to 1999 values



RU Grant Formula in 1999

• Complex formula based on eligible expenses, "avoided disposal costs," and other factors 

• Avoided disposal costs are those costs (landfill tipping fees) that are not incurred by the RU because 

material was recycled rather than disposed of by landfilling 

• $30 is used as the statewide average landfill tip fee for 1999

• 1999 grant formula

• 1st for all RUs calculate:

• 66% of eligible expenses minus avoided disposal costs, and 

• $8 per capita, and 

• determine which of the two amounts was less 

• 2nd compare this amount with 33% of eligible expenses 

• RU receives the greater of the two amounts determined

• BUT counties that are responsible units for at least 75% of the county's population get a minimum 

annual grant of $100,000 OR the lesser of step 1; however, if the total grant allocation cannot cover 

$8 per capita for those RUs, use $6 per capita (or 66% x [eligible expenses – avoided disposal costs]) 

• Finally, prorate all grant awards by an equal percentage to meet available funding



Unpredictable Results

• Due to complexity of the grant distribution, impossible to predict grant consequences of RU mergers, 

divorces or the addition/subtraction of a member

• Due to present grants being ‘frozen’ to same percentage of grant distribution in 1999, when there are 

changes (listed above) or new RUs (town incorporating to a village), results can be unpredictable/illogical

• Examples:

Town incorporates to a Village

• Village of R incorporated from Town of R

• As Village of R did not exist in 1999 it is treated as new RU

• As town, awarded $2,059 last year 

• Town had estimated 1999 expenses of $14,105

• Village 2021 estimated expenses of $2,400, depreciated to 1999 dollars to $1,356

• Village grant award amount $397.04

Town and Village Merge

• Town of S and Village of S are individual RUs

• Town receives grant of $19,145 & Village receives grant of $29,715

• Town & Village merge to new multi-member RU and receive total grant of $29,872
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