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WPDES Program Overview
•1972 Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act Amendments (Clean 
Water Act)

•National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES)

•Wisconsin Pollutant 
Discharge 
Elimination System 
(WPDES)

•ch. 283, Wis. Stats



“Waters of the state” as defined in ch. 283, Stats., means those 
portions of Lake Michigan and Lake Superior within the boundaries 
of Wisconsin, all lakes, bays, rivers, streams, springs, ponds, wells, 
impounding reservoirs, marshes, water courses, drainage systems 
and other surface or groundwater, natural or artificial, public or 
private within the state or under its jurisdiction, except those 
waters which are entirely confined and retained completely upon 
the property of a person.









Which Permit(s) are Required?

APM Permit 
Required

Pesticide General 
Permit Required

Low Impact General 
Permit Required



Pesticide WPDES General Permit



APM Permit vs WPDES Pesticide GP 
Coverage

APM WPDES

Initial discharge of pesticide Excess & residuals

Annual Annual or multi-year

Site specific - Fee Site specific or Statewide – No Fee

Annual Reporting Reporting under WPDES or APM

---- Forest Canopy Pest Treatments covered



Low Impact WPDES General Permit
WI-0066575

Step 1: Eligibility questionnaire



Other activities covered under WPDES Low 
Impact GP

• Maple Syrup Derived Wastewaters
• Wash water from outside washing activities (vehicles, equipment, other)
• Noncontact cooling waters, boiler blowdown, other condensates 

(if discharged to groundwater only)
• Public swimming pool and water attraction wastewater (if discharged to 

groundwater only)
• Air conditioning/Compressor condensates
• Other Low Impact Discharge Activities on case-by-case basis

May be required to submit discharge screening data when applying for 
coverage



Types of Discharges Covered under Low 
Impact WPDES GP



WPDES Pesticide vs Low Impact GP 
Coverage

Pesticide GP WPDES Low Impact GP WPDES

Biological & Chemical Pesticide Non-pesticide Products

Additives Review for Toxicity Additives Review for Toxicity

Integrated Pest Management Plan Best Management Plan & Preventive Maintenance

Reporting under APM Permit Allowed Reporting under WPDES Permit Required

Limited Applications in ORW/ERW Not Allowed in ORW/ERW



Requirements of the Low Impact GP
Surface Water Discharge Screening Levels:
• pH: Range between 6.0 to 9.0 s.u.
• TSS: 8.0 mg/L
• BOD: 6.0 mg/L
• Chlorine: 0.019 mg/L
• Oil & Grease: 3.0 mg/L
• Temperature: 120 ℉
• DO: specific to waterway
• Chloride: 79 mg/L
• TP: specific to waterway
• Ammonia: specific to waterway
• Additives review for Toxicity

Similar requirements for Groundwater and Wetlands

Note: Discharge screening is waived for alum applications



What is reviewed during Low Impact GP 
approvals

• Objectionable Deposits
• Floating or submerged materials
• Unsightliness
• Toxic substances – Additives 

review process
• Discharge rate
• Erosion control
• Visible oil sheen or film
• Visible solids or foam



Wastewater GP ePermitting System

Click “Begin” to login 
and start a new 

application or edit an 
existing application

Click “Register” if do 
not have a WAMS ID 

and password to 
login



DNR Contacts per permit type
• APM (Aquatic Plant Management): DNRAPMProgram@Wisconsin.gov

• Pesticide GP WPDES: Jennifer.Jerich@wisconsin.gov

• Low Impact GP WPDES:
  https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wastewater/GeneralPermits.html
  
  or email: dnrwywastewatergeneralpermits@wisconsin.gov

mailto:DNRAPMProgram@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Jerich@wisconsin.gov
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wastewater/GeneralPermits.html
mailto:dnrwywastewatergeneralpermits@wisconsin.gov


Jennifer Jerich
jennifer.jerich@wisonsin.gov
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