




 
March 19, 2025 
 
  
Timothy Brandtner 
N25351 Hegland Lane 
Ettrick, WI 54627 
 

Subject: Review for the Need of a Natural Waterbody (NR19) Permit 
 
 
Dear Mr. Brandtner, 
 
Thank you for your Natural Waterbody Permit inquiry and providing us with the permit requirement review form 
for your waterbody (Lat: 44.20597° N, Lon: 91.26180° W, pictured below) located in the Town of Ettrick, WI 
in Trempealeau County. Please note that based upon the descriptions you have provided, your application 
materials, and our information, based on Ch. 29.733 Wis. Stats., we have concluded that your raceway is located 
within a springhead area. Under Wis. Stat. 29.733 (1d)(b), your earthen pond meets the legal definition of a 
natural body of water and requires a Natural Waterbody NR 19 permit from DNR. 
 
You will now need to apply for a new initial permit which comes with a $500 application fee. We’ve determined 
that under Wis. Stats. 29.733(1h)(c)4 your fish farm (pond) was registered with the Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection on June 25, 2017, and therefore is eligible to be considered for a new initial 
natural waterbody use permit and subsequent Department decision. 
 
The application review and decision process includes: 1) a 30-day public notice process - posting on the 
Department’s website; 2) Review of 29.733 eligibility standards (a) The land that is riparian to the body of water 
is owned, leased or controlled by the owners of the fish farm, and (b) None of the owners of the fish farm or of 
the riparian land provides access to the body of water to the public by means of an easement or other right-of-way 
or by means of a business open to the public, except that the owners of the fish farm may allow fishing by the 
public for a fee; 3) Public rights-private rights analysis; and 4) permit review determination, and issuance by the 
county Fisheries Biologist. 
 
Please note that we did not review your project for compliance with other types of approvals that might be 
required by federal, state or local laws. In many situations, physical alterations in or near wetlands, ponds or 
streams, or well construction or water discharges may require a permit from the DNR.  
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS- If you believe that you have a right to challenge this decision, you should know 
that the Wisconsin statutes and administrative rules establish time periods within which requests to review 
Department decisions must be filed.  For judicial review of a decision pursuant to sections 227.52 and 227.53, 
Wis. Stats., you have 30 days after the decision is mailed, or otherwise served by the Department, to file your 
petition with the appropriate circuit court and serve the petition on the Department.  Such a petition for judicial 
review must name the Department of Natural Resources as the respondent.  To request a contested case hearing 
pursuant to section 227.42, Wis. Stats., you have 30 days after the decision is mailed, or otherwise served by the 
Department, to serve a petition for hearing on the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources. All requests 
for contested case hearings must be made in accordance with section NR 2.05(5), Wis. Adm. Code, and served on 
the Secretary in accordance with section NR 2.03, Wis. Adm. Code.  The filing of a request for a contested case 
hearing does not extend the 30-day period for filing a petition for judicial review. 
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If you have any questions about the permit review process, please reach out to me. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Braden Furness 
Fisheries Management – Permit Coordinator 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
101 South Webster St.  
Madison, WI 53707 
Phone: (608) 261-7634 
braden.furness@wisconsin.gov 
 
CC: Zachariah Woiak, Trempealeau County Fisheries Biologist 
       Dan Hatleli, West District Acting Supervisor  
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